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A philanthropic opportunity of 
urgent importance for adults with 
intellectual disabilities



For more than forty years, Corridor Community Options has operated as a not-for-profit 

organization assisting individuals with intellectual disabilities and their families in the East Hants 

community of Nova Scotia. 

 

The organization is governed by a volunteer Board of Directors and currently has approximately 

15 employees who carry out the day to day operations of the organization. CCOA offers 

supported employment opportunities, training, education, job coaching and recreational 

services, as well as a day program for those with high and complex support needs.
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Where we are

CCOA has three social enterprises – wood products, thrift store and catering – that enhance 

their program offerings and provide financial support to the organization. The social enterprises 

provide training opportunities for participants and supports them in developing a variety of 

assets including interpersonal and social skills, team work, customer service and more.

"However they come to Corridor – walking or rolling – they are just people, not looked 

upon as different. The gang really look after one another. They don’t see a difference 

and neither does the staff. They are treated equally. It’s a wonderful environment."
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Why Corridor?

Corridor is proud of the impact they have had in the East Hants community. They are passionate 

about their work that contributes to the betterment of their community. They want to continue 

providing vital services to adults with intellectual disabilities and their families. Because of this, 

they have created a renewal plan that sets a realistic goal of increasing services well into the 

future.

 

Corridor recognizes that it’s time to improve and grow. Their current facility is outdated, has 

space limitations and is not fully accessible. Due to its age, the building requires costly structural 

improvements, that even if completed, will not address the space challenges or support the 

growth needed to improve the lives of those on their wait list.

Corridor currently supports 40 adults through their day programming, and 14 through their 

residential programming. They are the only organization in the area supporting individuals with 

intellectual disabilities and they cannot keep up with the demand for services. Currently, Corridor 

is operating at full capacity and has an extensive waitlist. At this time, they cannot serve those 

who are requesting admittance into its programs.



Corridor has always been known as an integral part of the local community. A new building 

would help them expand their space to become a community hub for all to enjoy. Above and 

beyond the expansion of their existing social enterprises, possibilities for the new space include a 

meeting space for community members, a laundromat, outdoor space for a weekend farmers 

market and a community incubator space. 
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"After my son graduated from high school at 21, there was nowhere to go. I heard of 

CCOA. We were on the waiting list for 6-7 years. There was no space or funding.

A year ago, we started an hour a week. It was a struggle to try something new. It took 

baby steps. Now we are at two hours twice a week, with hopes for 2-3 days a week after 

the expansion."

A new, modern building is needed to drive their plan to expand services and create more 

employment opportunities for the community they serve. To do this, they need the assistance of 

the local community and broader corporate sector to achieve their goals.

 

A new building will help them to face the future, meet the growing demand for services, improve 

and expand offerings (including new social enterprises), create wage parity opportunities for 

individuals with disabilities and ultimately allow the organization to operate in a cost-efficient, 

environmentally-sustainable and fully-accessible facility.
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Please join us in this important initiative. Here’s the plan:

 

We hope to build a new 28,500 square-foot facility to replace our current location. The shape has 

been carefully considered to allow for construction on our new building without interruption to 

our current facility. It will also include many new opportunities through expanded access and a 

variety of new initiatives as outlined below:

 

Expanded access

·         100% accessible to serve all participant needs

·         Significant increases in services for people with high and complex needs

"I can’t imagine my daughter being happy anywhere else. This is her life’s work. 

Her friends are there. They know her so well – they understand her completely 

even though she’s pretty much non-verbal. They understand her like I do, which is 

incredible."

Your support will make an immediate difference in current and future participants lives, 

allowing them to participate in life activities, and for some, gain employment opportunities to 

better our community.

 

Your support will make an immediate difference in the lives of their families who want the best 

for their loved ones and need the support found at Corridor in their daily lives. 

 

Your support will make our community better.



Thank you for your serious consideration. Your money goes directly to the construction of the 

building, and our cherished supporters will help make our dreams come true. 

 

Corridor Community Options is a bona fide charity audited annually by Grant Thornton. Please 

contact Ross Young at ccoa.manager@gmail.com for further information.
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CORRIDOR COMMUNITY OPTIONS NEEDS YOU

New Initiatives

·         An incubator space to allow for the development of community partnerships

·         A pre-vocational program to assist those who are not quite work ready

·         An expanded Wood Products Manufacturing space with modern equipment (production, 

          assembly, painting, shipping and receiving)

·         A large, open-concept, retail thrift store with access to a nearby play area and café

·         A laundry service that both serves the needs of the organization and is available to the 

          community

·         An expanded food service operation with commercial kitchen and café

·         An open courtyard providing green space and future opportunities (farmers market

          potential)

 

Endowment

·         Ensure the financial future of Corridor Community Options


